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Do You Know Your Skyrmes? 

 10 Interesting Facts  

 

During my research some interesting facts have been uncovered. Here are 10 

ǘŜŀǎŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

finding out sooner,  go to the answers on page 41. 

1. Which Skyrme went north using one Christian name and came back to Wales 

with another? 

2. Who dropped the surname Skyrme and used a version of their middle name as 

their surname? 

3. Who was the object of an attempted (but failed) murder? 

4. Who was shipwrecked just 200 yards off the coast at Whitby and was lashed by 

gales and high seas before being rescued 50 hours later?  

5. ²ƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ōƻȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƴŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ мфллΚ 

6. Why was a London Metropolitan policeman stationed in Pembroke? 

7. ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ HMS Pembroke go to sea? 

8. Which family did two male Skyrmes marry into, who are believed to have 

descended from a 7th century king? 

9.  When was the first census where the majority of Pembrokeshire Skyrmes lived 

outside of Pembrokeshire? 

10.  What mode of transport did the Skyrme shipwrights from Monkton use to get 

their job in Pembroke Dockyard? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cover photos:  James Thomas Skyrme and Ellen circa 1908 (left); Edna, Jim and baby David (myself) 

1945 (top right);  Ellen Skyrme (née Harrison) circa 1914 (bottom centre); James 

Thomas and Jim circa 1935 (bottom right).  
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Preface 
 

This document is the first output of my renewed research into my descendents. Although I 

have always had an interest, this work started in the mid-1990s culminating in the launch of 

the family history website www.skyrme.info ƻƴ {ǘΦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ όмst March) 1995. Further 

work took a back seat until after retirement, but resumed in earnest in late 2010 following 

taking out a subscription to Ancestry.co.uk.  

Compared with 15 years ago, there are now many more useful records available online. 

Having a fairly unusual name has had its pros and cons. On the plus side, when finding a 

Skyrme, you are not faced with scrutinising scores of records to find the right one. On the 

other hand, being an unfamiliar surname it is frequently mis-read by transcribers, meaning 

that you struggle to find a record that you are sure should be there. This accounts for quite 

a few gaps in this document. 

Having started research on my direct ancestors, it did not take long to decide to explore 

collateral relatives ς siblings of my direct ancestors and their descendants. And so this 

document represents those Skyrmes who are descendants of John Skyrme who around 

1775 moved from Ludchurch to Manorbier, where five of his six children were born. 

It goes without saying that compiling this research is not an individual effort. I would like to 

acknowledge the work done by others who have researched the Skyrmes of 

Pembrokeshire, usually as part of their family trees, and who have shared their findings on 

Ancestry.co.uk and other websites. In particular I would like to thank those who have 

responded willingly to my enquiries. 

It is also a truism that research such as this is never finished. New information comes to 

light and errors are found. I therefore welcome any feedback or additional information that 

will help to improve this document. 

What next? My next output will concern one of the branches on my moǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ς the 

Yardys of the Fens. However, I have considerable material on the Skyrmes of Llangwm and 

this will surely be the subject of a future document.  

In the meantime, I hope you find this material as fascinating as I have. 

David J Skyrme 

HIghclere 

November 2011 

 

http://www.skyrme.info/
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Int r oduction  
Researchers of the Skyrmes in Pembrokeshire have found three clusters that they have (so 

far) been unable to connect. These are: 

11. Skirmes (later Skyrmes) of Llawhaden. Of the landed gentry and written about in The 

Llawhaden  book, their line seems to have died out in Llawhaden by the early 1800s, 

though it seems some descendents moved to Laugharne about then. 

12. Skyrms of Llangwm. Mostly fishermen and ferrymen, who stayed in the local area 

throughout the 19th century. 

13. Skyrmes of Manorbier / Penally. This is my branch of the family, which started as 

agricultural labourers but gained trades, mostly as shipwrights, and moved to Pembroke 

(Monkton) for work in the royal dockyard in the mid 1800s. 

Spelling of the name was quite variable in early Victorian times ς with variants Skyrm, 

Skyrmes and Skyrme all in use. My own ancestor (George Skyrme b. 1819) was spelt  

Skyrmes in early documents, and one Monkton group retained this spelling throughout the 

1800s. Similarly a group around Penally retained the spelling Skyrm.  

At the time of the 1841 census, the Skyrmes were concentrated in three locations ς 

Penally (5 families and 19 individuals), Manorbier (3 families and 10 individuals) and 

Llangwm (2 families, 13 people). My own great great grandparents, George and Eliza, were 

at Bear in Manorbier. By 1851 they had moved to Monkton on the outskirts of Pembroke.  

This document covers the Skyrmes of Manorbier and Penally. Subsequent documents 

will cover the other branches of Skyrmes in Pembrokeshire. 

 

Skyrmes of Manorbier  
Thanks to the work of Clive Pinch in the 1990s, who created Skyrme family trees from 

transcribing parish records, we think that the earliest ancestor of the Manorbier Skyrmes 

was a John Skyrme b1749 ōǳǘ άƴƻǘ ƛƴ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜǎƘƛǊŜέΦ /ƻǳƭŘ he be a missing link to the 

Herefordshire Skyrmes? 

 

John was over 95 
when he died; 
when he was 
born the average 
life expectancy of 
a man was just 
over 40 
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John married Elizabeth Maurice (which would be spelt Morris today) in Ludchurch, 

about 11 miles north east of Manorbier. After they had their first child William there in 

1774, they had their other five children in Manborbier from 1778, of which my ancestor 

Charles was the youngest. 

It seems that James moved to Penally about 1813 followed 2-3 years later by his eldest 

brother William. Both Johns (father and son) and Charles remained in Manorbier. The 

eldest three sons had 21 children between them while we think that Charles was father to 

just one, George (b 12 Dec 1819).1 

You will note that the eldest children of John and Elizabeth were farmers in their own 

right while Charles (my ancestor) was merely a farm labourer. Their farms were in 

Manorbier (Green Grove), Penally and Llangan. ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ 

We know little about Charles as he died at the relatively young age of 41. His wife, Jane, 

however, survived him by 20 years. Also his father John lived to the ripe old age of 96 as a 

lodger of John Evans (another farm labourer) and his family of four just a few houses along. 

In the 1841 census Jane is shown as living with her son George, his wife Eliza and their 9 

month old son Charles, next to the Beerhouse.   She was no doubt a great help around the 

household, since George and Eliza had seven children all living at home when she died in 

1857. 

While his uncles and brothers were farmers, George was the first in the family to 

become a shipwright, while living at Jameston near Manorbier. He wanted all his sons to 

learn a skilled trade, and as we shall see, the shipwright and carpentry tradition was strong 

in this branch of the family from that time. It should also be noted, that quite a few 

Skyrmes in other branches of the family were also shipwrights (see Occupations).  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 

descendents starting with my branch of the family. As well as my branch there is significant 

information on the descendents of the first three sons. We have no further information on 

Frank. Mary married a John Evans from Amroth, had four children and lived at Kilnhouse, 

Manorbier. Her branch has not been traced. 

George Skyrme (1819 ɀ 1876) & Eliza 
George (1819-1876) married Eliza(beth) Thomas (1818-1897) of Castlemartin in December 

1839, just a week after his 20th birthday.  Around 1846, sometime after the birth of their 

fourth child George Thomas, the family moved to Monkton Lane, that part of Pembroke 

which was the location of the family home into the 20th century. Altogether, over a period 

of 20 years from 1840-1860, they had 11 children, three of whom died as young children 

(Table 1). Perhaps after a succession of 9 boys they were desperate for a girl. Unfortunately 

both girls ς Elizabeth and Maria ς did not survive their second birthdays. All but one of the 

boys that reached adulthood ς seven of them ς became shipwrights. The family bible gives 

little snippets on most of the children: 

¶ άCharles went to Sheerness dockyaǊŘ {ŜǇǘ мустέ 

                                                           
1
  Clive PinchΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ WŀƳŜǎ {ƪȅǊƳŜόō муно 

Manorbier), and this error has been propagated in several family trees on Ancestry.co.uk. However, 

examination of the certificate of his marriage shows that he was the son of John (b 1778). 
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¶ ά²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ŘƛŜd ннκфκмусп ŀƎŜ ннέ 

¶ ά5ŀǾƛŘ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǾŜǊōƻŀǊŘ Wǳƭȅ пth мфлм ŀƎŜ ртέ  

 

Table 1 ς The Family of George and Eliza Skyrme 

George SKYRME 

b: 12 December 1819, Manorbier 

d: 7 April 1876 

+Eliza(beth) THOMAS 

b: 7 August 1818, Castlemartin 

m: 15 December 1839, Pembroke St Mary 

d: 4 June 1897 

. . .1 - Charles SKYRME 

b: 26 August 1840 

d: 22 March 1908, Poplar, London 

. . .2- William SKYRME  

b: 8 April 1842, Manorbier 

d: 22 September 1864 

. . .3 - David SKYRME 

b: 12 June 1844, Manorbier 

d: 4 July 1901 

. . .4- George Thomas SKYRME 

b: 29 December 1846, Manorbier 

d: about May 1929, Portsmouth 

. . .5 - James Thomas SKYRME 

b: 4 May 1849, St Mary Pembroke 

d: 2 January 1905 

 

. . .6 - Francis SKYRME 

b: 8 April 1851, Monkton 

d: 14 August 1853 

. . .7 - Francis John (aka Frank) SKYRME 

b: 27 August 1852, Monkton 

d: 27 February 1896 

. . .8 - John Thomas SKYRME 

b: 5 August 1854, Pembroke St Mary 

d: 27 May 1903, Portsmouth 

. . .9 - Thomas SKYRME 

b: 14 February 1857, Pembrokeshire 

d: 17 May 1932 

. . .10 - Eliza(beth) Jane SKYRME 

b: 6 November 1858, Monkton 

d: 12 August 1859 

. . .11 - Maria SKYRME  

b: 26 July 1860 

d: about November 1860, Pembroke 

 

 

¶ άDŜƻǊƎŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ married at Carmarthen 14/11/1871. At 14 yrs old bound for 5 years 

apprenticeship. Went to Portsmouth 1/5/ 1879. I James Harrison Skyrme knew great 

Uncle George in the early 1930s. Date of his death not known by me.έ 

¶ άWŀƳŜǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ WŀǊǊƻǿ фκнκунΦ IŜ ŘƛŜŘ нκмκмфлр ŀƎŜ ррΦέ 

¶ άCǊŀƴŎƛǎ WƻƘƴ known as Frank known as Frank was a good horticulturalist. We had his 

medallions at Merchants Park where my grandfather lived. He was a Freeman of 

Pembroke. IŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ нтκнκмуфс ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ поέΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŜŀŦΥ άFrank was 

apprenticed on March 18th 1869 when he was 16 years of age. He went to work in 

Jarrow Nov 23 1874. He came back home in 1876 and died on 27/2/1896. We do not 

know why he came back home. Perhaps ill healthΦέ 

¶ άJohn was apprenticed on 21/4/1868 when he was 13 years old. Went to Portsmouth 

Dockyard 8 April 1874. John went to Portsmouth Dockyard 8/4/1874. Died 27/5/1903. 

Age 29." 

¶ άThomas Skyrme my Grandfather went to W Barrat in his 14th year on 31/10/1871 as 
an apprentice in Joinery and Cabinet making. Bound 26/2/1872 for 5 years. Paid from 
that date 1/- per week rising each year by 1/- per week. Out of his time on 31/10/77? 
according to statement iƴ ¦ƴŎƭŜ DŜƻǊƎŜϥǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōƛōƭŜΦέ 

Of George and Eliza, James Harrison Skyrme writes in the family bibleέ 

άDŜƻǊƎŜ {ƪȅǊƳŜ όƳȅ DǊŜŀǘ DǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊύ ǿŀǎ ŀ {ƘƛǇǿǊƛƎƘǘ. He saw that his sons had a 

skilled Trade. He died on 7th April 1876 age 56. During the Crimea War he was one of 

The average size 
of a family at this 
time was 6 or 7 
children 

The Family Bible 
gives interesting 
insights and 
anecdotes, but 
the facts do not 
always agree 
with official 
records 



The Skyrmes of Manorbier and Penally  

~ 8 ~  

 

the civilian guards patrolling the Dockyard. Eliza (my Great Grandmother) died on June 

4th 1897 age 78. ά 

In 1860 the family were living in Bridge Terrace, Monkton and by the time of the 1861 

ŎŜƴǎǳǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ WŀƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘ όмуртύΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ς then a household of 10 ς 

ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ tǊƛƻǊȅ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀΩǎ home for the rest of their lives. By 1871, only 

three children were still living at home ς CǊŀƴŎƛǎ όCǊŀƴƪύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŜŘ му ŀǎ ŀ ǘŀƛƭƻǊΩǎ 

apprentice,  John aged 17 as a shipwrightΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘice, and my great grandfather Thomas, a 

schoolboy aged 14. Their neighbours were the Phillips family who ran The Grapes inn. In 

1861 this was run by pensioner Thomas Phillips, but by 1871 he had died, and it was run by 

his 62-year old widow Esther who lived with one daughter and two grandchildren. Other 

near neighbours in 1871 was a baker, shoemaker and stonemason. So it seems that this 

part of town was an area of ǘǊŀŘŜΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ. 

.ƻǘƘ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴƪ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ мутпΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ 1876, 

Eliza remained in the house. The 1881 census shows a household of three ς Eliza, David 

now back home and Thomas John, her son, a tailor. This is mysterious. Who is Thomas John 

Skyrme? A note in the margin made by the census enumerator says ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ άƭost use of one 

leg through rheumatic feverέΦ  So did our Thomas Skyrme (b.1857) suddenly switch trades 

because of his health problems? Also, Francis (Frank) Skyrme was nowhere to be found, 

even though we are told (family bible) that he returned to Pembroke from Barrow in 1876, 

perhaps because of ill health. Thomas John the tailor mysteriously appears only in the 1881 

and 1891 censuses. No birth records can be traced for him being born around 1853-5 which 

would follow from his cited age at the two censuses. The obvious conclusion? After his 

return from Barrow, Frank John Skyrme wanted to be called Thomas John Skyrme. The 

ŎƭƛƴŎƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муфм ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ς Thomas the 

shipwright and his brother Thomas John, the tailorΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΣ ŀ ǘŀƛƭƻǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜΦ 

Mystery solved. 

In fact Thomas the shipwright (my great grandfather) had become head of the 

household in 1891. Living with him was his wife Ellen, their two young sons George William 

ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ WƻƘƴ όŀƪŀ CǊŀƴŎƛǎύ ŀƴŘ their widowed 72-

year old mother, now listed as Elizabeth rather than Eliza. She died in 1897, aged 78, having 

outlived Francis who died 15 months earlier. Of her 11 children, five had died before she 

did. Before we cover the next generation of my ancestors ς Thomas, Ellen and their family ς 

now is a good time to fill in what more we know about the ten other children of George and 

Eliza. 

Charles Skyrme (1840  ɀ 1908)  

Charles, the eldest sƻƴΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƛǇǿǊƛƎƘǘ in 

Pembroke Dockyard from the mid-1850s. Around November 1863 he married Elizabeth 

(unknown surname). As noted above Charles transferred to Sheerness Dockyard and the 

1871 census shows them living at 1 Clarence Cottages in Clarence Row, Sheerness. This was 

about ¾ mile from the dockyard. By 1981 they had moved just around the corner to 28 

Victory Street.  They lived as a couple and had no children. 

1891 sees a change of scene, since by then they had moved to 2 Cotton Street, Poplar in 

East London. Another couple and two of their lodgers lived at this address, while next door 

at No. 3 lived another shipwright. Cotton Street remains a main street in Poplar linking the 

East India Dock Road with the Blackwall Tunnel, whose construction between 1892 and 



The Skyrmes of Manorbier and Penally  

~ 9 ~  

 

1897 they would have witnessed. Although there was not a Royal Dockyard in Poplar, the 

Isle of Dogs was an industrious hive of shipbuilding, particularly iron-clads. There were 

more than half a dozen shipbuilders including Yarrow at Folly Wall (about 500 yards south 

of Cotton Street) and the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding Company at Learmouth 

Wharf, near East India Docks, about half a mile east. So there were plenty of options for 

Charles, but we shall probably never know exactly where he worked. 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ муффΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ seems to be no entry in 

either the 1901 census or the index of registered deaths. However, his death is recorded as 

22nd March 1908 in the register of deaths of the Poplar Union Workhouse. It also records 

that he was buried in the East London cemetery. More information on these locations is in 

the chapter on places. The admissions records for the workhouse are missing for the period 

1871-1902, and with no entry in the 1901 census, we might presume that Charles entered 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ Although he had worked in naval dockyards, perhaps 

his naval pension, if he had one, was inadequate. Workhouses at the time held a significant 

proportion of infirm and elderly people. Certainly he would not have been lonely, since the 

Poplar workhouse was described as a ΨǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ мΣнлл ƳŜƴΦ  

David Skyrme (1844 -1901)  

David was the third son of George and Eliza, and the third to become a shipwright. We 

know little of his elder brother William who died when only 22 years old. Born in 

Manorbier, David moved with the family to Monkton when he was about 4 years old. In the 

1861 census he is as a shipwright apprentice, as were his two elder brothers at the time. 

Apprenticeships typically started at age 14 and lasted seven years. He is not living in the 

family home in 1871 but makes a re-appearance in 1881 when he was 36 and still single. He 

then lived with his mother, now a widow, and his younger brother Thomas (formerly 

Francis). 

5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мутм ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ 

have been at sea. Alternatively, there could be a transcription error so that his entry does 

not appear in 1871 census indexes. In our research we have found Skyrme listed as Skyrne, 

Ikyrme, Skgrme, Skyrine, Shryme, Skyrene, Scarin and more besides. What we do know is 

that on 30th WǳƴŜ муто ƘŜ ǿŀǎ άŀŘƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǿƻǊƴ ŀ .ǳǊƎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ of the said 

.ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǿƴέ όtŜƳōǊƻke).2 This is from a document dated 15th July 1878 in which 

WƻƘƴ !ŘŀƳǎ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊ ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ άǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ hŀǘƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ 

by Burgesses and Freemen of the said Borough, according to the custom of the said 

.ƻǊƻǳƎƘέ (see below). 

 

                                                           
2
  A burgess is someone who has completed their 7 year apprenticeship. Becoming a freeman 

depended on the specific terms of the town charter. In Pembroke they were one and the same and 

had certain privileges, including freedom from paying market tolls, the right to drive a flock of street 

down the main street and the right to vote in Parliamentary elections. 

We also know 
from the Family 
Bible that 
brother Francis 
was also a 
freeman of 
Pembroke  
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One particular right that the freemen of Pembroke had was that of free rides on any 

ferryboat. This would have been of particular interest to David as a ferry across Pembroke 

River was a common that tradesmen from Monkton reached Pembroke Dockyard.3 

Like his elder brother Charles, the turn of the century sees David living in a workhouse. 

The 1901 census shows a David Skyrme, age as one of about 130 inmates of Pembroke Poor 

                                                           
3
  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎƪȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊǊȅΣ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ΨtŜƳōǊƻƪŜ ŀƴŘ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜ 5ƻŎƪΩ 






































































