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Do You Know Your Skyrmes? %ﬁ. ) 1

10 Interesting Facts

During my reseath some interesting facts have been uncovered. Here are 10 "’.
GSFaSNBE® |, 2dQff FAYR (GKS IyasgSNE Ay (W
finding out somer, go to the answers on page 41
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1. Which Skyrme went north using one Christian name and caank to Wales
with another?

o —

2. Who dropped the surname Skyrme and used a version of their middle name as
their surname?
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. Who was the object of an attempted (but failed) murder? |

4. Who was shipwrecked just 200 yards off the coast at Whitby and was lashed by
gales ad high seas before being rescued 50 hours later?
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6. Why was a London Metropolitan policeman stationed in Pembroke?

i' 7.2 K& RRMSPénibrokgo to sea?

| 8. Which family did two male Skyrmesamy into, who are believed to have |r
E descended from a"7century king? '

9. When was the first census where the majority of Pembrokeshire Skyrmes lived
E | outside of Pembrokeshire?

10. What mode of transport did the Skyrme shipwrights from Monkirsa to get j
their job in Pembroke Dockyard? .

Cover photos: James Thomas Skyrme and Ellen circa 1908 (left); Edna, Jim and baby David (myself)
1945 (top right); Ellen SkyrmeégmHarrison) circa 19144¢ttom centre) James

Thomas and Jirirca 835 (bottom right).
~3~

L2 Lddzf I NJ 62eQa | yHI IANI Q



The Skyrmes of Manorbier and Penally

Preface

This document is the first output of my renewed research into my descendents. Although |
have always had an interest, this work started in the4880s culminating in the launch of
the family history websitavww.skyrme.info2 y  { G ® 5 | *@#arBh{) 59955 Rurgher 6 m
work took a back seat until after retirement, but resumed in earriedaite 2010 following
taking out a subscription to Ancestry.co.uk

Compared with 15 yars ago, there are nhow many more useful records available online.
Having a fairly unusual name has had its pros and cons. On the plus side, when finding a
Skyrme, you are not faced with scrutinising scores of records to find the right one. On the
other hard, beingan unfamiliarsurnameit is frequently misread bytranscribe's, meaning

that you struggle to find a record that you are sure should be there. This accounts for quite
a few gaps in this document.

Having started research on my direct ancestorglidt not take long to decide to explore
collateral relativesg siblings of my direct ancestors and their descendants. And so this
document represents those Skyrmes who are descendants of John Sikghmaround
1775 moved fromLudchurchto Manorbier, where five of his six children were born.

It goes without saying that compiling this research is not an individual effort. | would like to
acknowledge the work done by others who have researchibé Skyrmes of
Pembrokeshire, usually as part of their family trees, and who have shared their findings on
Ancestry.cauk and other websites. In particuldr would like to thank those who have
responded willinty to my enquiries.

It is also a truism that reseeh such as this is never finished. New information comes to
light and errors are found. | therefore welcome any feedback or additional information that
will help to improve thislocument.

What next? My next output will concern one of the branches on myirfoS NDgthed A R S
Yardys of the Fens. However, | have considerable material on the Skyrmes of Liangwm
this will surely be the subject of a future document.

In the meantime, | hope yofind this material as fascinating as | have.

DavidJ Skyrme
Highclere
November 2011


http://www.skyrme.info/
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Int roduction
Researchers of the Skyrmes in Pembrokeshire have found three clusters thagatre{so
far) beenunable to connect. These are:

11.Skirmes (later Skyrmes) of Llawhade®@f the landed gentry and written aboit The
Llawhaden book, their line sems to have died out in Llawhaden by the early 1800s,
though it seems some descendents moved to Laugharne about then.

12.Skyrms of LlangwmMostly fishermen and ferrymen, who stayed in the local area
throughout the 19" century.

13.Skyrmes of Manorbief Penally This is my branch of the family, whistarted as
agicultural labourers but gained trades, mostly as shipwrights, and moved to Pembroke
(Monkton) for work in the royal dockyard in the mid 1800s.

Spelling of the name was quite variabin early Victorian timeg with variants Skyrm
Skyrmes and Skyrme all in use. My own ancestor (George Skyri@l® was spelt
Skymes in early documents, and one Monktgroup retained this spelling througlt the
1800s. Similarly a group around Penadfained the spelling Skyrm.

At the time of the 1841 censushe Skyrmes were concentrated in thréecations
Penally (5 families and 19 individuglsManorbier (3 families and 1(0ndividuald and
Llangwm(2 families, 13 people). My own great gregindparents, Georgand Elizawere
at Bear in Manorbier. By 1851 they had moved to Monktarthe outskirts of Pembroke.

Thisdocumentcovers the Skyrmesf Manorbierand Penally Subsequentiocuments
will cover the other branches of Skyrmes in Pembrokeshire.

Skyrmes of Manorbier

Thanks to the work of Clive Pinal the 1990s, who créad Skyrme family trees from

transcribing parish records, we think that the earliest ancestor of the Manofkgrmes

was a John Skyrmgl740 0 dzi ay2dG Ay t S Yhe &R iniSsindIMNGS thed / 2 dzf R
HerefordshireSkyrmes?

SEYEME. John MAURICE. Elizabeth John was (_)ver 95
Born: 1749 Not in Denbrokeshise Marrisd: 15 Oct 1774 Ludchusch when he died,;
Died: 3 Apr 1845 Manorbisr -1 when he was
born the average
life expectancy of
I I I a man was just
SKYRME, William SKYRME. John SKYRME. James over 40
Born: 1774 Ludchurch Born: 1778 Menorbisr Born: 1780 Menorbisr
Diizd: 17 Jan 1356 Penzlly Dried: 21 May 1356 Manorbiar Diied: 7 Aug 1334 Penally
Job:Ermer Tob:Farmer of 27 2ores
1 1 1
SEYRME. Frank SKYRME, Mary SEYEME, Charles
Boen: 1788 Born: 1701 Mznorbisr Born: 1705
Di=d: 15 Avg 1837 Manorbisr
Job:Labougrss
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John married Elizabeth Mauridgvhich would be spelt Morris today) in Ludchurch
about 11 miles north east of ManorbieAfter they had their fst child William therein
1774, they had their other five children in Manborbier from 1778, of which my ancestor
Charles was the youngest.

It seems that James moved to Penalbout 1813 followed B years later by his eldest
brother Willam. Both Johns (father and son) and Charles remainellanorbier. The
eldest three sonéad 21children between them whileve think thatCharleswvas father to
justone, George (b 12 Dec 1819).

You wil note that the eldest children of John and Elizabeth were farmers in their own
right while Charles (my ancestor) was merely a farm labouféeir farms were in
Manorbier (Green Grovg Penallyand Llangar? SQf f (G NI} OS GKSANJ G4NBSa
We know little about Charles as he died at the relatively young age of 41. His wife, Jane,
however, survived him by 20 yeaisso his father John lived to the ripe old age 6fe® a
lodger of John Evans (another farm labourer) and his family of four just a few houses along.
In the 1841 census Jane is shown as living idthsonGeorge his wife Elizand their 9
month old son Charles, next to the Beerhous&he was no doubt a great help around the
household, since George and Eliza had seven children all living at home when she died in
1857.

While his uncles and brothers were farmeGeorgewas the first in the family to
become a shipwrightwhile living at Jamestonear Manorbier He wanted all his sons to
learn a skilled trade, and as we shall see, the shipwegltcarpentry tradition was strong
in this branch of the familfrom that time. It should also be noted, that quite a few
Skyrmes in other branches of the family were also shipwrights (see Occupations).

¢tKS NBald 2F GKAA OKILIWGSNI gAft 32 §GKNRdIAK

descendentstarting with my branch fothe family. As well as my branch there is significant
information on the descendents of the first three sons. We have no further information on
Frank Mary married a John Evans from Amroth, had four children and lived &oksa,
Manorbier. Her branch has not been traced.

George Skyrme (1819 7 1876) & Eliza

George (1819876)married Elizébeth) Thomas (1818.897) of Castlemartiim December
1839, just a week after his ?(birthday. Around 1846,0netime after the birth oftheir
fourth child George Thomas, the family moved to Monktane, that part of Pembroke
which was thdocation of thefamily home into the 26 century. Altogether, over a period

of 20 years from 1844860, they had 11 children, three of whom died as young children
(Table 1)Perhaps after a succession of 9 boys they were desperate for a girl. Unfortunately
both girls¢ Elizabeth and Marig did not survivetheir second birthdaysAll but one of the

boys that reached adulthood seven of then; became shipwrightsThe family bible gives
little snippets on most of the children:

f ¢Charles wento SheernesslockydR { SLJi My c T ¢

'ClivePincka NBAaSI NOK a4dza33SadGSR GKFG / KINISa sl a Ifaz

Manorbier), and this error has been propagated in several fatnées on Ancestry.co.ukiowever,
examination of the certificate of his marriage shows that he was the son of John (b 1778).

~6~
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1 a2AffaddwWk®AMYcCcn | 3S HHE
f a5 GAR f2ai0 "MPpEND 2HEHBRpWEzL & n

Table 1¢ The Family of George and Eli3&yrme

George SKYRME

b: 12 December 1819, Manorbier .. .6- Francis SKYRME The averageize

of a family at this

d: 7 April 1876 b: 8 April 1851, Monkton time was 6 or 7
+Eliza(beth) THOMAS d: 14 August 1853 .

b: 7 August 1818, Castlemartin .. .7- Francis John (aka Frank) SKYRME children
m: 15 December 1839, Pembroke St Mary b: 27 August 1852, Monkton

d: 4 June 1897 d: 27 February 1896

...1- Charles SKYRME .. .8-John Thomas SKYRME

b: 26 August 1840 b: 5 August 1854, Pembroke St Mary

d: 22 March 1908, Poplatondon d: 27 May 1903, Portsmouth

.. .2 William SKYRME ...9- Thomas SKYRME

b: 8 April 1842, Manorbier b: 14 February 1857, Pembrokeshire

d: 22 September 1864 d: 17 May 1932

.. .3- David SKYRME .. .10- Eliza(beth) Jane SKYRME

b: 12 June 1844, Manorbier b: 6 November 1858, Monkton

d: 4 July 1901 d: 12 August 1859

.. .4 George Thomas SKYRME ...11- Maria SKYRME

b: 29 December 1846, Manorbier b: 26 July 1860

d: about May 1929, Portsmouth d: about November 1860, Pembroke

. ..5- JamesThomas SKYRME
b: 4 May 1849, St Mary Pembroke
d: 2 January 1905

1 &aDS2NES marfied af Carmarthen 14/11/1871. At 14 yrs old bound for 5 ye. The Family Bible
apprenticeship. Went to Portsmoutly5/1879 | James Harrison Skyrme knew gre gives interesting

Uncle Georgén the early 1930sDate otisdeathnot knownby meé insights and
anecdotes, but

the facts do not
always agree
with official
records

f aWFYSa aXeiviia2 WIENNRG pkHKkyH® IS RASR P

1 & CNJ y Oknaéwn aFfanknown as Frank was a good horticulturalist. We had
medallions at Merchants Park where my grandfather lived. He was a Freefm:
Pembroke.l S RASR 2y HTKHKMy®c GKSYFrd#Swagr a noez2
apprenticed on March 18th 1869 when he was 16 years of age. He went to work in
JarrowNov 23 1874. He came back home in 1876 and died on 27/2/1896. We do not
know why he came back home. Perhaps ill hehléh

1 d&ohn was apprenticedn 21/4/1868 when he was 13 years old. Went to Portsmouth
Dockyard 8 April 1874ohn went to Portsmouth Dockyard 8/4/1874. Died 27/5/1903.
Age 29."

1 dThomas Skyrme my Grandfather went to W Barrat in his 14th year on 31/10/1871 as
an appentice in Joinery and Cabinet making. Bound 26/2/1872 for 5 years. Paid from
that date 1+ per week rising each year by-Ter week. Out of his time on 31/10/777
according to statemenyi ! yOf S DS2NHSUa FlFIYAf& O0AOf Soé

Of Georgeand ElizaJames Harriso8kyrme writes ithe family bible
GDS2NHS {1@8NX¥S o6Yé& DNBI G.HEdWh& MidsorsBaNh o a | { F
skilled Trade. He died on 7th April 1876 age 56. During the Crimea War he was one of

~ 7~
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the civilian guards patrolling thBockyard. Eliza (my Great Grandmother) died on June
4th 1897 age 7&

In 1860 the family were living in Bridge Terrace, Monktonl by the time of the 1861

OSyadzaz I FGSNI DS2NBSQa VY2 i Kthadla NousghdlbflOCcR RA SR O My |
GSNB Ay t NAR2NE ¢S NitheGS e rBsSd M@EiBes. By B8719dnlk 1 | Qa

three children were still living at home CNJ yOA & OCNIyl1u0X GKSYy 3SR ™
apprentice, John aged 17 as a shipwi@yit | ick JAB piyigreat grandfather Thomas, a

schoolboy aged 14Their neighbours were the Phillips family who ran The Grapes inn. In

1861 this was run by pensioner Thomas Phillips, but by 1871 he had died, and it was run by

his 62year old widow Esther who lidewith one daughter and two grandchildren. Other

near neighbours in 187Wvasa baker, shoemaker and stonemason. So it seems that this

part of town was anarea af NI RS QA LJS2 LJ S

. 20K W2KYy YR CNYyl €STiG GKS TFIFYAL86 K2YS Ay ™
Eliza remained in the house. The 1881 census slowsusehold of three Eliza,David
now back home andhomasJohn her sona tailor. This is mysterious. Who is Thomas John
Skyrmé& A note in the marginmade by the census enumeratsaysii K | (i ostu$e oftofie
leg through rheumatic fevér ®o did our Thomas Skyrme (b.1857) suddenly switch trades
because of hihealth problems? Alsd;rarcis (Frak) Skyrme was nowhere to be found,
even though we are told (family bible) that he returned to Pembrivken Barrowin 1876
perhaps beause of ill health Thomas Johthe tailor mysteriously appearsnly in the 1881
and 1891 censws. No birth records can be traced for him being born around 18%&ich
would follow from hiscited age at the two censuse3he obvious conclusion? After his
return from Barrow, Frank John Skyrme wanted to be called Thomas John SKyrene
Ot AYOKSNJ Aa GKIFIG 020K ¢K2YlaQa I¢Ohaddste Ay GKS &l
shipwrightand his brotherThomasJohn the tailorz  F2 NYSNX & CNI yOA&asx F G Af ;
Mystery solved.

In fact Thomas the shipwrightmy great grandfather) had become heauf the
householdin 1891. Living with him wdss wife EBn, their twoyoungsons George Wiam
YR WIYSa ¢K2YlFaz ¢K2YlFaQa o NerkvBlowedt782 YI & W2KY
year old mother, now listed as Elizabeth rather than Eliza. She died in 1897, aged 78, having
outlived Francis who died 15 months earlier. Of her 11 children, fivediedi before she
did. Before we cover thaext generation of my ancestogsThomas Ellenandtheir family ¢
now is a good time to fill in whaihore we know about the tenther children of George and
Eliza.

Charles Skyrme (1840 z 1908)

Charles, the eldestzsy = F2f f 26SR Ay KAA FlIOKSNR&En F220a0SLJ
Pembroke Dockyard from the mitB50s. Around November 1863 he married Elizabeth

(unknown surname). As noted above Charles transferred to SheebBwmkyard and the

1871 census shows them living at 1 Clarence Cottag€larence RqvbheernessThis was

about ¥ mile from the dockyard. By 198fey had moved just around the corner to 28

Victory Street.They lived as a couple and hadgctuoldren.

1891 sees a change of scene, since by then they had moved to 2 Cotton StreetjriPoplar
East London. Another couple and two of their lodgers lived at this address, while next door
at No. 3 lived another shipwrigh€Cotton Street remains a main street in Poplar linking the
East India Dock Road with the Blackwall Turwbbse construction between 1892 and

~ 8~
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1897 they would have witnessedlthoughthere wasnot a Royal Dockyarich Poplar.the

Isle of Dogs was an iagtrious hive of shipbuilding, particularly iretads. Therewere

more than half a dozen shipbuilders including Yarrow at Folly Wall (about 500 yards south
of Cotton Street) and the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding Company at Learmouth
Wharf, near Easintia Docks, about half a mile eaSo therewere plenty of options for
Charles, but we shall probably neverow exactly where he worked.

/ KI NI SaQa 6ATFTS 9f ATl 60SGK R&eBRstabgoehttyMI @ My dpdp
either the 1901 census ohe index of registered death$lowever, his death is recorded as
22" March 1908 in the register of deaths of the Poplirion Workhouselt also records
that he was buried in the East London cemetery. More inforamatin these locations is in
the chapter on placed he admissions records for the workhouse are missing for the period
18711902, and with no entry in the 1901 census, we might presume that Charles entered
GKS 62N)] K2dza S 2 ylthGughihé hdonBriiel i aavaRddtkyafdsp perhaps
his naval pension, if he had one, was inadequate. Workhouses at the time held a significant
proportion of infirm and elderly people. Certainly he would not have been lonely, since the

Poplar workhouse was describeda#a Y+ £ f 26y Q 0SAy3I K2YS (2 2@3SNI |

David Skyrme (1844 -1901)

David was the third son of George and Eliza, and the third to become a shipwhight
know little of his elder brother William who eti when only 22 years old. Born in
Manorbier, David moved with the family to Monktamhen he was about 4 years old. the
1861 census he is as a shipwrigipprentice, as were his two elder brothers at the time.
Apprentieshigs typically started at age 14nd lasted seven yearsie is not living in the
family home in 1871 but makes a-appearance in 1881 when he was&td still singleHe
then lived with his mother, now a widow, and his youngerthes Thomas (formerly
Francis).

5/ 9ARQa | 06aSyOS FTNRY (KS myTtm OSyadza 24+ 5 38§

have been at sea. Alternatively, there could be a transcription error so that his entry }’r\(/)ematlﬁg Il(:';?:illy

not appear in 1871 census indexes. In ouesgsh we have found Skyrme listed as SKy Bipje that
Ikyrme, Skgrme, Skyrine, Shryn&kyrene Scarinand more besides. What we dmow is brother Francis
that on 3" Wdzy S mMyTo KS gl a &l RYAGUGSR df thRksaid wasalsoa
C2NRdZAK YR RePRdhséis from £docuiant dated L Suly 1878 in whict gifn”;‘?gk‘;f
W2KyYy ! RFYa GKS al@2N FFFANYAE GKFEG KS R

by Burgesss and Freemerof the said Borough, according to the custom bk tsaid

. 2 NB @zeekoeélow).

> A burgess is someone who has completed their 7 year apprenticeship. Becoming a freeman

depended on the gecific terms of the town charter. In Pembroke they were one and the same and
had certain privileges, including freedom from paying market tolls, the right to drive a flock of street
down the main street and the right to vote in Parliamentary elections.

~9~
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One particular right that the freemenf Pembroke had was that dfee rides on any
ferryboat. This would have been of particular interest to Dasd ferry across Pembroke
River was a common that tradesmé&om Monktonreached Pembroke Dockyatd.

Like his elder brother Charles, the turn of the century sees David livingvarkhiouse.
The 1901 census shows a David Skyrme, age as one of about 130 inmates of Pembroke Poor

C2NJ Y2NB 2y GKS 52018FNR YR FSNNESZ NBFR GKS OKI LIGSN
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